This makes a basket about 6” across and 4” high.
In making a coiled basket, you wrap yarn around a
thick cord base, and anchor it by taking a stitch every
inch or so around the layer below it.
Materials you will need
12 foot piece of thick white cord
Multiple colors of yarn
Plastic large-eye needle
Scissors
Cut the ends of the thick cord at a long, sharp angle. This makes the ends easier to blend into
the rest of the basket.

Make the base:
1. Cut a 4 foot length of the yarn color that you want on the bottom. Thread one end through
the eye of the needle.
2. Take the longer end of the yarn and start wrapping it around the cord in the following
manner. Lay 1” of the yarn along the end of the cord as in the pictures below. Begin
wrapping the yarn snugly around the cord, starting halfway up the angled cut. Be sure to
cover the white of the cord completely. Wrap until you have about 2” to 2 1/2” covered.

3. Bend the covered section into a loop with the angled end overlapping the cord. Keep
wrapping the yarn to anchor the angled end to the cord, securing the loop. You should
have a very small opening in the center of the loop.

The stitching:
1. Keep wrapping the yarn around the cord as you did before, covering about 1 inch. Bend
this 1 inch part around the circle of the loop and take 2 stitches with the needle through
the hole (continuing in the same direction that you were wrapping) in the loop to secure
it.

2. Once you’ve made one circle around, you will not stitch in the center hole any more. You
will begin putting your stitches in the previous row.
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3. Keep wrapping the yarn. Every inch, curve the wrapped cord around and take 2 stiches
with the needle around the row below it. Repeat until you have a disk about 3” across. Be
sure to keep the disk flat as you circle the cord around.

Changing yarns:
When you get to the end of one piece of yarn (or when you just decide to change colors), you will
need to add another piece of yarn.
1. When you are finished with one piece of yarn, cut the tail about 1” long. Lay this tail down
along the uncovered cord.
2. Thread the needle onto the new yarn.
3. Lay the long end of the new yarn alongside the tail of the old yarn.
4. Use the new yarn to continue wrapping and stitching, covering both ends as you do it.

Make the sides:
1. Continue the wrapping and stitching process like you did on the base. But instead of keeping
the cord flat, angle it so that it goes above the base. If the cord sits directly above the row
below, your sides will be straight up and down. To create an angled or flared side, position
each cord half on and half off the layer below as you can see in this diagram.

2. Take note of the position where you begin your side. This will be the same position that you
will need to end the basket. If you want to make a row with 1 solid color, begin and end the
row at this position. To mark this position, you can thread a small piece of yarn through two
rows at the correct spot.

3. Keep wrapping and stitching until you have enough cord left for 1 row. Find the position
where you are going to end the basket. Cut the excess cord off, making sure to cut a very
long tapered angle on the end.

4. Keep wrapping and stitching until you get to the angled end. Now you will use the needle
to just keep stitching (not wrapping) over and over, covering the end while you stitch.

5. Thread the yarn through some of the previous yarn wraps to anchor it and cut off any
excess.

We have a video tutorial at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=y5LJDVNNUHo

