
Historic Sites of Downtown 
Kansas City, Kansas





Wyandotte National Burying Ground

7th Street between Minnesota and Ann Aves.

The Wyandotte National Burying Ground (formerly 
known as the Huron Cemetery) dates to 1843 
when the Wyandots were forcibly removed from 
their lands in Ohio to the Kansas Territory. Many 
tribal members became sick during the journey to 
Kansas and were laid to rest on the highest hill in 
the area. This cemetery became the target of a 
fierce battle over the next century, between the 
Kansas Wyandots who wanted to preserve the 
resting place of their ancestors and developers 
who were eager to expand the commercial 
footprint of the downtown area. Lyda Conely, a 
Wyandot tribal member and attorney, along with 
her sisters, Helena and Ida, dedicated their lives to 
protecting the cemetery and in 2016 it was 
designated a National Historic Landmark.



Minnesota Avenue

For decades, Minnesota Avenue was the bustling, commercial 
heart of Kansas City, Kansas. Streetcar lines on 6th Street and 
Minnesota Avenue connected Kansas City, Kansas, to Kansas 
City, Missouri. City Hall stood at 6th and Armstrong Avenue, 
directly south of the commercial district. One-to three-story 
masonry buildings lined the 500 block of Minnesota Avenue. 
The five-story Portsmouth and Husted Buildings, located at the 
intersection of 6th Street and Minnesota Avenue, were 
prestigious addresses that housed professional offices. Buildings 
in the commercial district housed lawyers, physicians, 
drugstores, tailors, clothing and dry good stores, grocers, 
plumbers, tin shops, banks, and lodges for social groups such as 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. The commercial district 
along Minnesota Avenue grew in the early twentieth century, 
extending west to 10th Street where the Metropolitan Street 
Railway Co. operated a streetcar facility. The early to mid- 1900s 
saw the construction of taller buildings such as the Huron 
Wahlenmaier Buildings. 



Memorial Hall

600 N 7th St Trafficway

The Soldiers and Sailors Memorial (more commonly known as 
Memorial Hall) was erected in honor of Wyandotte County 
servicemen who lost their lives in World War I. The three-story 
Classical Revival building was designed by Rose and Peterson 
architects and opened to the public in 1925. Memorial Hall is a 
3,500 seat auditorium that has been host to numerous concerts 
and sporting events. One of the most notable was the 1963 
performance by Patsy Cline, given the day before she died in a 
plane crash. The building is still used today for a variety of civic 
and entertainment programs.



Townhouse Hotel

1021 N 7th Street Trafficway

Built in 1951, the Town House Hotel reflects the Modern Movement design 
aesthetic popular at the time of its construction. Architect Eugene John 
Stern began designing the hotel in 1929 with a wide array of amenities and 
luxurious decorative materials. The Town House Hotel symbolizes the civic 
pride and determination of Kansas City civic leaders to poise the community 
as a destination capable of competing with other municipalities on a 
regional level. The building operated as Kansas City's largest downtown 
hotel from 1951 until it was converted to residential apartments in 1978.



KCK High School Gym

1017 N 9th Street

The Kansas City, Kansas High School Gymnasium and Laboratory 
building was built in 1923 as an education-related structure 
intended to support educational activities. The high school sat 
across the street, but a fire destroyed the school in 1934. A tunnel 
beneath 9th Street had connected the two buildings. School 
district architects William W. Rose and David B. Peterson designed 
the gym and lab building in the Renaissance Revival style
The three-story building featured specialized classrooms, such as 
chemistry and physics laboratories, a home economics 
department, and indoor athletic facilities that included a spacious 
two-story gymnasium, swimming pool, and locker rooms with 
showers. After the fire, a Junior College program moved into the 
building until it expanded into the nearby Horace Mann 
Elementary School. The high school left the building for good 
when the new Wyandotte High School opened in 1937.



Horace Mann School Lofts
822 State Avenue

The Horace Mann Elementary School was designed by Kansas City, 
Kansas School District architect William W. Rose in a restrained Classical 
Revival style. Built in 1909, the three-story, symmetrical masonry 
building features classrooms arranged around a central stair tower and 
specialized rooms for manual training and assembly. Elements of the 
Classical Revival style include engaged pilasters, multi-light windows, a 
rusticated stone base, and classical cornice elements. The building 
functioned as an elementary school through 1939 when it was 
converted to use by the Kansas City Junior College, which occupied the 
building until 1968. The school was recently renovated and now serves 
as a loft apartment building.



Strawberry Hill

Located between 3rd and 7th Streets, from approximately Central 
Avenue to Minnesota Avenue, Strawberry Hill is the historic 
neighborhood adjacent to Downtown Kansas City, Kansas where 
many immigrants from Eastern Europe settled in the late 19th

century. Set on the bluffs overlooking the confluence of the 
Kansas and Missouri rivers, the neighborhood was established by 
immigrants from Croatia, Germany, Ireland, Russia, Serbia, 
Slovenia, and Sweden. Matthias Splitlog, a prominent 
businessman and member of the Wyandot tribe, owned land and 
operated a Mill in the neighborhood. Strawberry Hill is known for 
its quaint Victorian homes and pride in its ethnic heritage.



Sumner High School

1610 N 8th Street

In 1905, the Kansas State Legislature passed a law exempting Kansas City from the 
state law prohibiting racially segregated public high schools. Reluctantly, the 
Governor of Kansas, E. W. Hoch, signed the bill but persuaded the majority of Kansas 
City voters to construct a new high school building for African Americans built for no 
less than $40,000 and to be as well-equipped as the existing Kansas City, Kansas 
High School. Determined to overcome the inequities of racial segregation, the 
teachers, students, and community members of Sumner High School strove to 
develop a tradition of academic excellence. They countered the local school board’s 
proposals for an emphasis on manual training courses by implementing a curriculum 
that emphasized college preparatory classes at Sumner. By 1914, Sumner was a 
member of the prestigious North Central Association of Secondary Schools. Until the 
1970s, the majority of African American students attending the University of Kansas 
were graduates of Sumner High School. Sumner closed in 1978 under a federally 
mandated plan for racial integration of schools. It now operates as Sumner Academy 
of Arts and Sciences. 



Quindaro Townsite

17th Street to 42nd Street, Parallel Parkwy to the Missouri River

The Quindaro neighborhood began as a town named for Nancy Brown 
Guthrie, whose Wyandot name was Quindaro. A word meaning a 
bundle of sticks and interpreted as "in union there is strength”, 
Quindaro began as a boom town a few years after Kansas became a 
territory of the United States in 1854. The town of Quindaro was 
located along the Missouri River making it a good location for 
steamboats to dock. Additionally, Abolitionists resided in the area and 
were helping slaves escape via the Underground Railroad. Construction 
of the town began in 1857. However, a few years later, the population 
dwindled as male residents went off to war and it was eclipsed by the 
nearby Wyandott City. Eventually, a new group of settlers, most of 
African descent, moved into the area and the neighborhood again 
flourished. Nevertheless, the site on which the original town of 
Quindaro fell into ruins. In 2019 Quindaro was designated a National 
Commemorative Site by the National Parks Service.



John Brown Memorial
2899 Sewell Avenue

"Bleeding Kansas" got its nickname in part because of John Brown, the controversial 
Abolitionist who was known for his violent raids as well has his anti slavery beliefs. A  half-
century after his death the students of Western University, an all-Black college in Quindaro, 
raised $2,000 for a life-size marble statue of Brown -- the first ever – carved in marble by an 
Italian sculptor, then had it shipped to their campus where it was erected atop a seven foot 
granite pedestal. With a plaque reading “erected to the memory of John Brown by a grateful 
people” it was unveiled to a crowd of thousands during the commencement ceremony in 
the spring of 1911. The statue still stands where it was unveiled over a century ago.



Vernon School

3436 N 27th Street

Vernon School, originally known as the Colored School of Quindaro,  
was named for Bishop William T. Vernon, of Western University and 
Registrar of the U.S. Treasury. This school had its own school district, 
No. 17, with an all African-American school board. The current 
building was constructed in 1936 by the WPA and operated as a 
segregated school. After annexation of the Washington District by 
the KCK Public Schools (USD 500) in 1967, the school was closed and 
students were transferred to the Quindaro Elementary School two 
blocks south. The Vernon School building now houses the Vernon 
Community Center, and the Quindaro Underground Railroad 
Museum. It was placed on the Register of Historic Kansas Places in 
August 2004.



Kaw Point
1403 Fairfax Trafficway

Kaw Point is the name given to the location where the Missouri River 
meets the Kansas (Kaw) River between Kansas City, Kansas and Kansas 
City, Missouri. In June, 1804, the Lewis and Clark expedition sailed, 
rowed, and poled their boats up the Missouri River, stopping for three 
days to camp at Kaw Point, at the mouth of the Kaw River. The men 
sunned powder, hunted, repaired pirogues, dressed deer skins, took 
mathematical measurements of the area, and built a six foot high 
temporary fortification of logs and brush. Kaw Point became part of 
Kansas City, Kansas as part of the consolidation of 1886. Today, the point 
is the site of Kaw Point Riverfront Park.



Chelsea Park Zoo

Formerly located between Tennyson and 22nd streets, from 
Parallel Parkway to Everett, Kansas City, Kansas’s first and only zoo 
was located in the old Chelsea Park. The zoo was home to “eight 
cages of rare animals” including a bear, a camel, and monkeys. 
Chelsea Park was built in 1887 when the Interstate Elevated 
Railway was constructed. In addition to the zoo, the park featured 
a spring fed lake and “Mt. Vesuvius”, a building constructed to 
look like the volcano which “erupted” twice a week during the 
summer. The 36 acre park’s popularity and visitation dwindled 
after the turn of the 20th century and the current Westheight Park 
is all that remains.



Westheight Manor

North of Minnesota Avenue, between 18th and 26th Streets

Westheight Manor is an early-twentieth-century neighborhood in 
Kansas City, Kansas, featuring distinctive homes, including several 
designed by Louis S. Curtiss, one of the area’s most famous 
architects. The land was acquired by the developer Jesse Hoel who 
hired the noted Kansas City landscape architecture firm Hare and 
Hare to design the layout of the streets and the landscape 
architecture. Curtiss, who created some of his most notable 
homes in Westheight, was influenced by the Prairie School, 
Viennese Secessionist architecture, and Asian architecture. During 
the years when this subdivision was being developed, Westheight
Manor was considered the choice residential area in the city, 
where leading citizens purchased lots for their houses. Westheight
Manor was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1982.



Carnival Park
Between 14th and 16th Sts., and Armstrong and Barnett Avenues 

Carnival Park was a public, family amusement park located on 13.5 
acres. The park operated from 1907-1911. During its relatively short 
life span, Carnival Park was described as being one of the greatest 
achievements of the city. Visitors enjoyed many attractions including 
a carousel, boats, a skating rink, and a band shell for concerts.  John 
Steen, the park's architect, filled the area with flowerbeds, statues, 
and winding walkways. The Lagoon, spanned by a bridge, was 
another prominent feature and provided a splash at the end of the 
"Shoot the Chutes" ride. 

The demise of Carnival Park is one of the City's biggest mysteries. No 
one seems to know exactly what happened to it and why it failed. 
Some attribute the failure to the fall of the park’s central tower due 
to a high wind. A roller rink adjacent to the tower was damaged by 
fire. Others believe the problem was caused by the prohibition of 
serving alcoholic beverages. The former Carnival Park site is now 
occupied by Ward Athletic Field.



Wyandotte High School

2501 Minnesota Avenue

Wyandotte High School began as Kansas City, Kansas High 
School in 1899. The original building, located at 9th and 
Minnesota was destroyed by fire in 1934. The new $2.5 
million Wyandotte High School, was a WPA project designed 
by Joseph. W. Radotinsky, and it opened in 1937. It is 
considered one of the most beautiful and architecturally 
significant high schools in the state of Kansas.


